NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
DECISION SHEET

Meeting of the Council held in the Council Chamber, District Council Offices, Gernon Road,
Letchworth Garden City, SG6 3JF
on Thursday, 4th December, 2025 at 7.30 pm

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Caroline McDonnell, Sarah Lucas,
Cathy Brownjohn, Rhona Cameron, Clare Billing and Tom Tyson.

MINUTES - 2 OCTOBER, 13 NOVEMBER 2025

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Committee held on 2 October and 13
November 2025 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and be signed by the Chair.

NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business notified.

CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(1) The Chair advised that, in accordance with Council Policy, the meeting would be recorded.

(2) The Chair reminded Members that the Council had declared both a Climate Emergency
and an Ecological Emergency. These are serious decisions, and mean that, as this was an
emergency, all of us, Officers and Members had that in mind as we carried out our various
roles and tasks for the benefit of our District.

(3) The Chair drew attention to the item on the agenda front pages regarding Declarations of
Interest and reminded Members that, in line with the Code of Conduct, any Declarations of
Interest needed to be declared immediately prior to the item in question.

(4) The Chair advised that the normal procedure rules in respect of debate and times to speak
will apply.

(5) The Chair advised that 4.8.23(a) of the Constitution did not apply to this meeting. A
comfort break would be held at an appropriate time, should proceedings continue at
length.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

ITEMS REFERRED FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

6B — Referral from Cabinet — Medium Term Financial Strateqy 2025-2030

The Chair advised that referral 6B from Cabinet would be taken with the respective item on
the Agenda.
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6A — Referral from Licensing & Requlation Committee — Adoption of a Statement of Licensing
Policy

RESOLVED: That the Statement of Licensing Policy, as amended, was adopted.
REASONS FOR DECISION:

(1) Licensing authorities are required to publish a policy every five years by virtue of section 5
of the Licensing Act 2003 (“the Act”).

(2) A new policy must be published by 7 January 2026 to comply with this statutory
requirement.

(3) The proposed policy builds on the success of the previous and existing versions of the
policy, whilst reflecting legislative changes and the Council’s priorities.

(4) Responses to the public consultation were limited and raised no significant opposition to
any of the proposals.
MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY 2026-30

RESOLVED: That Council approved the Medium-Term Financial Strategy, as attached at
Appendix A.

REASON FOR DECISION: Adoption of a Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) and
communication of its contents will assist in the process of forward planning the use of Council
resources and in budget setting for 2026/2027 onwards, culminating in the setting of the
Council Tax precept for 2026/27 in February 2026. Alongside the Council Plan, this will
support the Council in setting a budget that is affordable and aligned to Council priorities.
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

In accordance with Standing Order 4.8.11, three questions had been submitted by the
required deadline set out in the Constitution.

(A) Council Street Naming Policy for new developments

Councillor Joe Graziano to Councillor Donna Wright (Executive Member for Place)
(B) Expansion of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Councillor Ralph Muncer to Councillor Donna Wright (Executive Member for Place)
(C) Impact on local water courses from London Luton Airport

Councillor Ralph Muncer to Councillor Donna Wright (Executive Member for Place)
NOTICE OF MOTIONS

There were two motions submitted in accordance with Standing Order 4.8.12.

(A) Motion of No Confidence in the Leader of the Council

RESOLVED: That the current Leader of the Council was removed.

(B) The Local Government Pension Scheme & Responsible Investment
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RESOLVED: That Council:

(1) Instructed the Acting Leader of the Council to write formally to the Pensions Committee of
Hertfordshire County Council to:

a. Express our concerns above, and request that under its fiduciary duty, it takes action
to divest from all pension fund investments in companies that profit from the
manufacture of weapons and military technology used contrary to international law,
and from any companies found to be profiting from business activity which is illegal
under international law.

b. Request the Hertfordshire Pension Fund to apply Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) standards to not just directly held managed funds but also pension
fund assets pooled with ACCESS.

c. Request that the Hertfordshire Pension Committee will regularly disclose details of all
holdings (including directly managed and those pooled with ACCESS) annually for the
public to see that the fund is complying with International Law.

(2) Instructed that at the next scheduled review of North Hertfordshire District Council’'s own
Investment Strategy; the review specifically considers how to align with the above
investment principles.



